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Boston, Mass., 
Nov. 99, sisi, 


Mr. Henry R. Drowne. , 

54 Pearl St. Cor. Broad, 
New York City. 

Dear Sir: 

I am assembling a collection of Con- 
federate Money to present to the Brookline, 
Mass. Public Library, and I have evolved a 
plan for exhibiting it which is unique, and 
so far as I know has never been etteneces by 
anyone North or South. An outline of my plan 
is enclosed. There is a $10.00 bill of Sept. 
2, 1861, on which is. the picture of a man, 
who has always been supposed to be Confederate 
Senator Williamson 8S. Oldham of Texas. In 
July 1915 a book was published by Wm. W. Brad- 
MEET OF LOO. 0 geet dot ad Che ge te eee ee te eee eee 
in which he says that the picture is that of 
Edward C. Elmore of Columbia, S. C. who signed 
the so called Montgomery Bills. I have heard 
from his son Hon. Edward C. Elmore, who is 
now living in Columbia, and I now have a pie 
ture of his father, from which the iikeness in 


Capers’ "Life and Times “or ClrG, Memminger" 


G2.) 


was engraved, and he says the ee on the 
bill is not his father. I am told that en- 
gravers were mighty scarce in the South 
during the War, and that in spite of what 

Mr. Elmore says, the picture may be that of 
his father, who was the Treasurer of the 
Confederacy. It is incredible that the autho- 
rities should have put on a bill the picture 
of a Senator from Texas, and utterly ignored 
the head of their Treas. Dept., ~ Peer eS. 
Elmore was. Mr. W. A. Clark, Pres. of the 
Carolina Nat. Bank, has given me your name 
as being possibly able to put me on to a 
photograph or a likeness of Mr. W. 5S. Oldham. 
I wish my historical notes to be accurate 
and I shall not frame my exhibit till I settle 
this matter for all time. Can you assist me 
having in mind that it is a "Labor of Love" 
on my part, intended for a permanent public 
display, Ae model for large libraries and 
historical societies to copy or duplicate?” 
Teme i am most anxious to secure an 


actual duplicate of the picture on the bill, 


(3.) 
and I shall be ever so much obliged for any 


help you can give me. 


Yours truly, 
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LATER . It is now discovered that a $10.00 bill, in design exactly like the above, was issued by the 
* Mechanics Savings Bank of Savannah, Ga., in February, 1859, two years before the Con- 

federacy was even organized, and two and one-half years before the Confederacy adopted and issued it. 
The proof is almost absolute that the man whose likeness appears was either a Georgian or a local Savannah man, 
— maybe President John Richardson who signed the bill, a mayor of the city, a governor, senator, or some prominent 
man of the State. It will be a great surprise to the South to know that this is a borrowed design and that no part of 
it has any reference to the Confederacy, its activities or any of its officials. Proof of identity of portrait still wanted. 


cA Mystery of the South 


Above is a half-tone reproduction of a Confederate $10.00 bill of Sept. 2, 1861, and is made 
for historical and research purposes only. The picture in the lower left corner has gone unchallenged 
for 50 years as a likeness of Hon. Williamson S. Oldham, a Senator representing the State of Texas 
in the Confederate Congress. It is NOT Mr. Oldham. I call on all loyal Southern people, librarians 
(State, City or Town), historians, teachers, students, members of all Confederate Veteran Societies, 
all men who were at Richmond in 1861 (and maybe employed in the Confederate Treasury), any one 
who knows any of the descendants of Leggett, Keatinge & Ball, who engraved the bill (either at Rich- 
mond or Columbia, S. C.), and last but not least, the great army of newspaper men who often do 
things when all others fail, to take up and conduct a vigorous search, in an endeavor to find out who 
this party was, and thus solve the great mystery. This information is needed to complete historical 
notes for a permanent educational exhibit of Confederate money in a public library, and is to be a 
model for all Southern libraries and historical societies to follow and for Southern people to visit 
when in Boston. The bills are to be framed under glass, with an historical note under each. 

To the first person sending me definite proof, including a small card photograph, exactly dupli- 
cating the likeness on the bill (which I may retain), I will pay $20.00. ALL POSTMASTERS AND 
LIBRARIANS RECEIVING THIS CIRCULAR WILL PLEASE DISPLAY IT ON A BULLETIN 
BOARD AND GIVE IT ALL THE PUBLICITY POSSIBLE. 


H. D. ALLEN, 21 WINTER STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 


TL oa oe vee ae Neeru Ll Wee 


I am assembling a collection of Confeerate Money to present 
to the Brookline, Mass., Public Library, as a pirmanent historical 
exhibit. I am utterly astounded to find that tlere is nothing in the : 
whole United States, built on any such lines asl am planning. For the 
purpose of a public display, I have assumed th one BiLL of each issue 
is ample, without going into series numbers andminor details. ly plan 
is therefore to make my exhivit a model for lane Libraries and Historical 4 
Societies to follow, if they feel disposed to qd so. I intend to place hel 
+1. so cae a aEper teamed: about three feet squire, each frame to swing 


on a rod, and each frame to be practically whatione would call a leaf fon 
in a large wooden book, ? 


My plan is absolutely unique in that , intend to display under 


each bill, typewritten historical notes, coverilg all data I am able to oe 
discover. This is the great feature of my wor A collection pasted Cv ae 
in a book means little to anyone but an expert, but with interestingly at 


written historical notes under each bill, it will compell attention. oe 
blish my research work, 
ing is a "Labor of Love" 
I expected. 


I have already received requests to 
but can not promise to do this, as all I am do 
and it has already run into much more money th 


My work and historical notes will be 
or copy. With this is a rough sketch of my fr 


ree for anyone to duplicate 
ing plan, Heneth.ee 


there is in the study of 
likeness of Hon. Edward 

: ‘ od, 
reasurer of the Confederacy. 


It is remarkable how much of interes 
these notes. I shall also display an authenti 
C, Elmore, who signed the Montgomery Bills, as 


These who are studying Confederate Cirrency may be interested 
to know that a very exhaustive work has just been published (July 1915) 
by Mr. W. W. Bradbeer, whose address is 165 No, Fulton Ave., Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y. He lists more varieties of notes than ary one has heretofore believed 
to exist. I consider it the peer of all publications on the subject, and 
it should be in every Southern Public Library md Historical society. 


Mg. 2B. D2, eileen, 
21 Winter St., Boston, Maas, 


. September 8th, 1920 


Hie D. Allen, Esqe 
| 6 Winter Street 2 
Boston, “ass. 


My dear Sirt 


Your letter addressed to Ur. Ree and containing the rare duplicate 
of the Confederate bill safely received. Ur. Noe is away unon his vaca- 
tion but I xnow will_anpreciate your mift to the Uociety's Collection, 
and will thank you personally for it unon his return. in. the meantime, 
may 1 express my pleasure at having the opportunity to add this extrenely 
important piese to our Museum. : 


Very truly yours, | 


Assistant to Curator 


‘\ 
September 16, 1920 
fr. He De Allen 
21 Winter Street 
POFLaD, WAasSe 
hiy dear Mr. Allen: 


Your letter of September 6th addressed to Mr. hoe 
was given to me yesterday on my serere from Surcoe. 


On behalf of the Society i beg to acknowledge your 
gift of the very rere Ten Dollar note of 1857, issued by the 
Sechanics Saving Sank of Savannah that shows the portrait later 
used by the Confederacy. We appreciate having this Lote 
very mach, and again 1 want to thanx you. 


Yours truly, 


Hy /s a Curator 


Broadwar wy at 
o Maw York ‘kK Cily 


MANAGING DIRECTOR. 
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Allen’s Boston Bead Store 
ype be "+ BEADS 


For Decorating Waists and Gowns 


Hudson Bay Beads for Portieres 
Send Stamp for Descriptive Circulars and Samples 


S WINTER STREET. BOSTON, MASS. 


Neck Chains Beading Needles 
Pearl Beads Mourning Beads 
Bead Looms Bags and Purses | 
Steel Beads Seed Beads 


Boston, z 


Mir. Howland Wood, Curator, 

the ‘merican Numismatic Society, 
Droadway & 155th St. 

Hew Lork clty = es. 


Dear Mr. Wood:- 


lI am very sorry that I failed 
to reach you when I was in New York. It is 
hard lines with me for I am quite hard of 
hearing and I must have misunderstcod some- 
thing trat was said to me in regard to 
getting up to your place. 


: I write to ask if you will write 
and send me a description of your Manouvrier 
notes; by that I mean the number, series and 
condition. I would also like to cane ey you 
have more than one and if you have would 
you consider sending me what you have in even 
exchange for some that are crisp and absolutely 


mint? 
neg Dan 

ir, Boxgley, is referr 
this matter, and who has chen ee 
Classified more confederate money than Ae 
man living, wrote me that upon receipt wate 
letter it caused four of hie gray hairs t : 
turn black--but not red; in other words ig 


sas 


Says such a thing as a mint Manouvrier 
note is unknown, therefore, when I tell 
you that I have ten copies you will still 
further sugreed that I made 2 great find and 
I desire to share it with your library 
and also with the Connecticut tate 
Library. Please, therefore, send me a degs- 
cription and let me know if your broken 
bank and otner bills are still in a book 
packed away in the safe, If so I am 

sorry to hear of it because they are not 
deing anybcdy any good to amount to any - 
thing. These ought to be displayed in 
frames where the public can have a chance 
at them but I am fully aware of the fact 
that paper money is nct in it with coins, 


<- 


tours very truly, 
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We tines four fisnouvrier notns = their condition is 
as Ldap eles is 


ee ee Ge 1722 Worn but clean, . targa’ round eancellation. 
ear) Pes G.1576 Slightly used; shows dirt on creases. ed 
=e ) ~  . H.1870.° Worn end soiled. 9 .° ee Ms 
Ree es +--+ 1.1376 Worn, partly dirty. ~~ So Ate ai 


ae four notes have been mer erally sates yacieg out. . 
Ride ._. We certainly would exchange nny of thease notes for ones — 

. _ that you have, and 1 want to thank-you in advance for your’ | 
Sia _ Kind offer. xcept for the one with the large round cancella- 
Re eat S tion, our notes - until yours turned =p ~ were considered tery 
“ "Ts > ereditable notes. | : 


ie St ae a 
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SS Ril See a ech We have found by experience that. -gollectors orefer to work 

Mes os with our pieces upstairs in the Coin room where they can get at 

sr al ; them and study them as they wish, rather than heave the pieces. 

.., + in exhibition cases. Our. Museum is. really a working mseum ~ 

gs het Ne for collectors rather then a display mseum for the general pub- 

_- . +. .* tis. We try to harmonize both. viewpoints end keep on display — 
j° °° the more popular and more spectacular of our pieces; and as it 
-is’ manifest ly impossible to. show all that we have, we rotate our 

~ @rops, so Lag speak, send keep changing our exhibits. 


eS ee ae hapa money is so arranged that we can take the various 
‘sheets out.of our booxs and place then in our Show cases. this 
we have done a- number of times - in fact, I think ovr paper money 
has been shown in various sections at least one-tenth of the time 
since i have been here. 

ee = Lom making this explanation as “I do not want you to think 
5 that: our paper money is in any sense buried; it is available to 
_j anyone who wants to see it. 


Very truly yours, 
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| Sa 2 = 2 le sof ¢ Dear Mr. Allen: . . . Fae fi aN 


ee rar | | Your favour enclosing: thee, Se 


stag ay . four Manouvrier notes received, and in be-* 

ey ) half of the Society I bes to thank you for - ie 

4 your courtesy in sending these on. L-am-. .., (> ~ (!. 
Se a herewith enclosing our notes in exchange. Puke 


3” — nae | ‘ “A little later I will see 

: 33 2a ee that the Manouvrier notes are exhibited. . s 
nal eae Just at, the present time our whole floor © — =... = 

ER ; . is given over to an exhibition of Rapoleone =. 

. Te ‘ic coins and sedals, cormemorating the an- 

ry aes . niversary of his death which occurred the 

- | fifth of tais| wonth. 


ae one eee Be ls Agein thanking Jory I ata 


Very truly yours, as ; p gan a . 
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Allen’ s Boston Bead Store 


S WINTER STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 
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For Decorating Waists and Gowns 


Neck Chains Beading Needles 
Pearl Beads Mourning Beads 
Bead Looms Bags and Purses 
Steel Beads Seed Beads 
Hudson Bay Beads for Portieres 
Send Stamp for Descriptive Circulars and Samples 
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CROCHET AND TATTING THREADS | D-M-C THREADS AND NOTIONS 


May wo i 
Boston,____ **“' ; 192- 
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